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Henry Pelham (President 
of Trinity 1897–1907); a 
distinguished Roman 
Historian 

Noel Chavasse (1904); 
winner of VC and Bar; 
killed in action, 1917 

Reginald Tiddy

Harold Prichard (fellow 
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Oxford Magazine vol XXIII p200 (1905, February 15)





αβ 
[alpha/beta or AB]



















Gerard Anderson (1908) held the world 
record for the 400 yards hurdles. He was 
killed near Hooge on 9 November 1914, 
leading a charge with his sword in his hand.

Archer Downes (1911) and his elder 
brother Villiers (1909) were one of 5 pairs 
of Trinity brothers killed in the War. Archer 
died of wounds received in battle on 20 
November 1914. Villiers had died of 
wounds a month before, on 18 October. 

On 24 April 1015, Geoffrey Taylor (1913)
was the first member of Trinity to be killed 
by gas. He was serving with the Canadian 
Highlanders in the front line at Langemarke, 
where chlorine was used for the first time 
on the Western Front. In 48 hours, the 
Canadian Infantry suffered 6,000 casualties, 
one third of them dead. 

Hubert Whitaker (1910) the first to fall in 
the Gallipoli Campaign, on 3 May 1915. 
Thirteen members of Trinity are among the 
soldiers with no known grave listed on the 
Helles War Memorial.  They include John 
Harley (1899), James Hamilton-Grierson
(1905), Francis Danson (1910) and Charles 
Henderson-Hamilton (1901).  

In August 1915, President 
Blakiston glued an extension 
sheet to the bottom of the 
scroll. 



The physicist Henry Mosley (1906) had laid 
aside his ground-breaking work on the 
atom to volunteer for the army. His death 
as a communications officer at Gallipoli on 
10 August 1915 was described by Isaac 
Asimov as perhaps ‘the most costly single 
death of the War to mankind generally’.  

On 25 September 1915, John Purvis (1912)
was Trinity’s first loss at Loos, the first of 
many set piece battles intended to break 
the stalemate on the Western Front.

Names were added to the 
scroll as the casualties were 
listed in The Times, often 
many months after they had 
died. 

The deaths of Aubrey Baker (1908) in 
Mesopamia (Iraq) and Frederick Stoer
(1914) in France were reported 
immediately.  But Charles Mowat (1903) 
had disappeared in the chaos of Gully 
Ravine in Gallipoli on 28 June 1915, and for 
8 months his family held out hope he had 
been taken prisoner. 

Alfred King (British Columbia 1912) was
the first of 4 Trinity Rhodes Scholars killed 
in the war. 



Thirteen members of 
Trinity fell in the Battle of 
the Somme between 1 
July and 18 November 
1916. 

Bernard Harvey (1907) and Bertram 
French (1912) were among the 20,000 
British and colonial soldiers killed on 
the first day. 

The artist Brian Hatton (1905) however 
had died in another forgotten theatre 
of the war, defending the Suez Canal at 
Katia on Easter Sunday, 23 April 1916. 

George Butterworth is 
numbered 66th on the scroll. 
President Blakiston noted his 
MA, as a member of the 
University; and the MC, 
awarded just days before his 
death. 



The majority of the names on
the second extension of the 
scroll were killed in the Battle 
of the Somme, and during a 
winter of ongoing attrition in 
the trenches of the Western 
Front. 

Archibald Douglas (1915) had deferred taking 
up his scholarship at Trinity to volunteer for 
the Royal Artillery. Transferred to the Royal 
Flying Corps, he was the first Trinity member 
to be killed in the air service. 

Charles Plummer (1909) served as an army 
Chaplain attached to the 61st Infantry Brigade. 
He was killed near the front line on 12 March 
1917. His younger brother Arthur (1910) had 
also been killed in action in France, on 17 May 
1915.  

Charles Gordon (1912) was an only child who 
volunteered at the start of the war. He 
married in September 1916 just before sailing 
for France. He was killed in action on 28 April 
1917, three months before his only son was 
born. 



On 13 July 1917 David Davies 
(scholar 1915) was the first Trinity 
man to be killed while in command 
of a tank. 

Armoured vehicles
were of little use in the 
mud of the Battle of 
Passchendaele which 
began on 31 July 1917. 

William Roper (1911, Neville 
Baker (1913) and Harold Vaughan 
(1896) all fell on the first day of the 
battle.  

Noel Chavasse (1904) was the only 
man to be awarded the Victoria 
Cross twice during the First World 
War. He died on 4 August 1917 of 
wounds received while treating 
injured men on the front line. 

Hubert Podmore (1906) was killed 
in an accidental explosion of 
munitions on New Year’s Eve 1917. 



In January 1918 President 
Blakiston drew up a new 
scroll.  The losses 
continued, men in the 
German ‘Spring Offensive’, 
and in the Allies’ ‘Hundred 
Days Offensive’, launched 
8 August 1918. Finally, the 
end of the War was in 
sight. 

Harold Hodges (1905) who had 
volunteered in August 1914 was killed in 
the Somme region on 24 March 1918. 

As the advance moved swiftly across the 
pulverized landscape, many men died 
from infected wounds, including 
John Gunner (1902) on 9 August 1918. 

The army Chaplain Cyril Buck (1902) was 
killed in action on 29 September 1918. 
He was posthumously awarded the MC. 

George Whitehead (1914) was shot 
down over France, serving in the newly 
formed RAF. 



The final part of the Roll of 
Honour includes many men 
originally listed as missing, and 
also those who died service while 
in the army of occupation, many 
of them in the influenza
pandemic of 1918-20. 

Bevil Quiller-Couch (1910) had served with great 
distinction since being called up as a reserve officer 
on the first day of the war.  When the Armistice 
was declared his family rejoiced, and he proposed 
to the girl whom he had loved in secret for the past 
4 years. Before they could marry, he succumbed to 
influenza, on 6 February 1919. 

Wyatt Rushton (1916) was the first ever Rhodes 
Scholar from the state of Alabama. Passed unfit for
military service in the US Army, he volunteered
with the Red Cross in France. Wyatt died of illness 
on the boat home on 1 February 1919. 

Another lost to illness was James Whitehead 
(1909), elder brother of George (1914). Their 
father endowed Trinity’s Whitehead Travel 
Scholarship in their memory. 

George Joy (1910) was last seen wounded in No 
Man’s Land on 21 May 1915; but only when the 
war ended did his father give up hope.

The playwright George Calderon (1887) had been 
missing since the Battle of Achi Baba on 4 June 
1915. He was the oldest member of Trinity to fall in 
action. 





After almost a decade 
of fund-raising and 
numerous delays while
the site was acquired,
the Library the new 
facility was greatly 
appreciated by Trinity’s 
junior members. The 
view from the main
doors – today, the
entrance from the 
mezzanine reading area 
– is instantly 
recognisable, and the 
original tables are still in 
use. The bookcases on 
the window side were 
raised and the gallery 
added in 1954. 












